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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the response filed February 23, 2006. 
Claims 1-12 and 17-33 were cancelled and claims 13-16 are currently pending in 

this application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 13 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 13, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Sawasaki et al. (Sawasaki, US 6,836,308 B2). 
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The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S. C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S. C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Re claim 13, as shown in Figs. 2-5, 20, 2A and 21 B, Sawasaki discloses a liquid 
crystal display device comprising: 

a first substrate 4 (array substrate) having thereon a pixel electrode 10 and an 
active element TFT 20 (col. 7, lines 20-22 and col. 8, lines 18-21); 

a second substrate 6 (CF substrate) having thereon an opposed electrode 12 
(common electrode) (col. 7, lines 25-32); 

a liquid crystal layer LC interposed between said first and second substrates with 
said electrodes facing each other (col. 8, lines 33-43); and 

a first orientation control element 2 extending in a nonparallel direction 
relative to an extending direction of an edge (vertical edge) of said pixel electrode 10 
and a second orientation control element 16 extending from said first orientation 
element 2 in a parallel direction relative to an extending direction of said edge provided 
on said second substrate 6 (col. 7, lines 6-14 and 32-37; and col. 13, lines 1-23), 

wherein said second orientation control element 16 has a constant width, and 
said width is smaller than a width of said first orientation control element 2 (col. 7, line 
63 through col. 8, line 7; col. 10, lines 27-32; and col. 13, lines 1-23). 
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Re claim 15, Sawasaki discloses that said first and second orientation control 
elements 2 and 16 are protrusions formed on said opposed electrode 12 (col. 7, lines 
32-35). 

Re claim 16, Sawasaki discloses that a dielectric anisotropy of said liquid crystal 
molecules of said liquid crystal layer is negative (col. 8, lines 34-37). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: none of the 
prior art of record fairly suggests or shows all of the limitations as claimed. 

Specifically, re claim 14, none of the prior art of record discloses, in combination 
with other limitations as claimed, at least one of the first and second orientation control 
elements is a slit formed in said pixel electrode or said opposed electrode. 

The most relevant reference, US 6,836,308 B2 to Sawasaki et al. (Sawasaki), 
fails to disclose or suggest the claimed invention. As shown in Figs. 20, 21 A and 21 B, 
Sawasaki discloses a first orientation control element 2 extending in a nonparallel 
direction relative to an extending direction of an edge (vertical edge) of the pixel 
electrode 10 and a second orientation control element 16 extending from said first 
orientation element 2 in a parallel direction relative to an extending direction of said 
edge provided on the second substrate 6, wherein said second orientation control 
element 16 has a constant width, and said width is smaller than a width of said first 
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orientation control element 2. However, the first and second orientation control elements 
2 and 16 are protrusions formed in the opposed electrode 12. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thoi V. Duong whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2292. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms, can be reached at (571) 272-1787. 

Thoi V. Duong 
05/06/2006 




